DISCUSSION.
Dr. BARBER: Mr. Ormond sent this patient to me on account of the skin condition, and I asked him to come and demonstrate the-patient to the Section. The case is not unique, others of the kind have been published, one by Nicolas and Favre. I do not think any post-mortem findings in such cases are recorded.
Dr. F. R. B. ATKINSON: The combination of the two conditions is very rare. Of 768 cases of acromegaly of which records are obtainable, only four were combined with von Recklinghausen's disease. There are no records of post-mortem examinations of such cases. The four cases were all in males.
Dr. F. PARKES WEBER: The patches of cutaneous pigmentation in this case appear to be congenital pigment-navi. I think that is often the case in neurofibromatosis. Has anyone present made observations on the subject? Because it is still generally supposed that the pigmentation of von Recklinghausen's disease is mostly not congenital. As far as this man knows, his patches are all congenital. One of his tumours feels like a lipoma, but it is probably a very "flabby " neurofibroma. Are any spinal or cranial nerves involved in this case, so as to form thickenings or plexiform neuromata, which can be made out by palpation ?
The PRESIDENT: I cannot say anything as to frequency, but one of my cases distinctly developed new pigment patches while he was under observation. He was between 20 and 30 years of age at the time.
Mr. A. W. ORMOND (in reply): There are no other nerves involved in this case. I forgot to mention the mental condition. This man cannot read or write, or do anything in the way of arithmetic: but such disability is often associated with the Recklinghausen symptoms. Many of the cases have not been recognized until the post-mortem examination.
Case of Pityriasis Rubra Pilaris.
THIS child, aged 4, was brought to me about a month ago. The history is that the eruption began on the head four months ago, as scaly patches. At that time there was no eruption on the face or body. Two months later, the face, trunk and limbs became involved rather rapidly. The mother says the rash came out in a few. days. He is the only child of his parents, and his general health has been always good, exicept for a'n attack of chicken-pox. He was a breast-fed child, and one peculiarity about him is his enormous appetite; all his conversation is at SAGE Publications on June 21, 2016 jrs.sagepub.com Downloaded from concerned with food, and he would eat all day long if he were allowed. When he first came to the out-patient department the eruption was not so extensive as it is now, and it was much more like psoriasis than pityriasis rubra pilaris, though even then there were some points which suggested the latter diagnosis. On the other hand, he had some papules which were very like those of lichen planus. A fortnight later there was no doubt that it was pityriasis rubra pilaris. The lesions on the trunk were then much more follicular than they are now. On the face and trunk he has now a more or less generalized erythrodermia, but I think the lesions on the hands and feet are typical of pityriasis rubra pilaris. The urine shows a large excess of indican, and gives a marked phenol reaction, which is very rare in children of this age. Possibly it has nothing to do with the setiology of the condition, and may be due merely to his enormous appetite. I have had his freces cultivated, but only the Bacillus coli communis and a non-lactic acid fermenting organism were obtained. So-called " Multiple Hemorrhagic Sarcoma" (Kaposi). By W. KNOWSLEY SIBLEY, M.D.
H. W. M., A FAIRLY healthy well preserved man, aged 72, an engineer by occupation, was born at Plumstead of English parents, and he has never been out of this country. His father died at the age of 83 from stricture complications, and his mother at the age of 60, cause unknown. He has three brothers living and well; one brother died at the age of 28 from congestion of the lungs. He had six children by his first wife, who died from ulcerated stomach, and nine by his second who died from cancer of the stomach; she also had four miscarriages. There is no history of cancer in his family. He states he has never had gout or rheumatism, but he had an attack of sciatica twenty years ago, and was not laid up with it. He had dropsy in his legs and feet ten months ago, but no other illnesses.
About eight years ago he states that he slightly cut the back of his right-hand in dealing a blow at his son's face, striking a tooth. A small red spot appeared immediately after, and this has very gradually increased in size ever since. Some eighteen months later a pigmented lesion appeared on the back of his left hand, afterwards the feet and ankles became affected and the condition gradually spread upwards,
